
 

straight 8 2020 

 - call for entries to the super 8 filmmaking competition -  

- with a cannes film festival premiere -  

- new rolling deadline lets you film in any season - 

global release. london. 17 july 2019 

straight 8 - the global super 8 film competition invites anyone anywhere to 
make a short film on one cartridge of super 8 film - editing only with each pull of 
their camera’s trigger. No post-production, no grading, no fiddling or fixing. The 
soundtrack is created without having seen the film and must be original.  

The first time successful entrants see even their own work is at one of straight 
8’s packed and riotous premieres. Since 2003, the best entries have screened at 
straight 8 premieres at Cannes Film Festival, again without anyone seeing their 
work first. 

May 2020 will mark straight 8’s 15th Cannes premiere. 

This is the earliest straight 8 has opened the doors to its annual 
competition, allowing entrants worldwide to choose the warmth of 
summer or the cool sharp light of winter, no matter where in the world 
they are.  

With limited places opening on the 8th of every month, a new rolling 
deadline gives filmmakers 3 months from sign up to film delivery. Each 
month the price increases to encourage creative types to get their skates 
on. Or their sun-hats.  

Entry is open now and only available at: straight 8 2020 

To accommodate more animation enthusiasts, entrants creating 
stop-frame films get longer than anyone to craft their creations. 

There is no theme set. Filmmakers from all backgrounds and levels of 
experience, including first-timers, are encouraged to embrace the level playing 
field that straight 8 represents and to tell the story they want to tell. Each film’s 
maximum length is 3 minute 20 seconds which is enforced by the 50 feet / 15 
metres of celluloid film in one Super 8 cartridge. 

straight 8 2019 entry places sold out in just two months and people from 17 
countries across 5 continents made films. See how you measure up by watching 
the best 25 straight 8 2019 films available now at: straight 8 vimeo on demand.  

—cont— 

http://www.straight8.net/2020
https://vimeo.com/straight8/vod_pages
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Ed Sayers, straight 8 founder, comments: “straight 8 is 20 now and continues 
to grow by word of mouth. We love the fact that each year more filmmakers are 
attracted to our challenge: to make a film in one of the hardest ways on earth. 
We never set a theme so people get to make the film they want to make and the 
films we receive feel like a massive barometer of the times. So we’re starting the 
next twenty years saying exactly what we’ve said for the first twenty years: if 
you have a straight 8 in you, we want to see it. That applies to every kind of 
human anywhere on the planet.” 

Jury announcements to follow. Last year’s jury included: Asif Kapadia, 
Academy Award and BAFTA winning director of Amy, Senna, and Diego 
Maradona and Robbie Ryan BSC ISC, Academy Award nominated director of 
photography of The Favourite, I, Daniel Blake, American Honey, Fish Tank.  
 
Suggested social media posts: 
 
Twitter & Facebook: 
“Make a short film on one roll of super 8 + no editing. See it at Cannes Film                  
Festival. @straight8 2020 is open early to let you film in the sun (or snow). Only                
30 places available each month. Join in now at straight8.net #straight82020” 
 
Instagram: 
“Make a short film on one roll of super 8 + no editing. See it at Cannes Film                  
Festival. @straight_8_ 2020 is open early to let you film in the sun (or snow). Only                
30 places available each month. Join in now at straight8.net #straight82020” 
 
Background: 

straight 8 began in 1999 when director, Ed Sayers, asked friends to have a go at 
making a short film on one cartridge of super 8 each - with no waste, at a 1:1 
shooting ratio. The films were screened in London’s West End to a packed 
audience, projecting off Super 8, with the audio playing from cassettes and 
nobody saw their work until the big night. 
straight 8 now receives hundreds of entries to its annual competition from all 
over the world and has enjoyed 14 years of premieres at Cannes Film Festival, 
plus appearances on Channel 4 broadcast TV and has appeared at many 
festivals globally. Past entrants include Edgar Wright ( Baby Driver, Shaun of The 
Dead ), Alice Lowe ( Sightseers, Prevenge ) and many more.  
straight 8 celebrated its 20th anniversary with straight 8 2019. this early 
2020 launch heralds the start of the next 20 years, continuing the inclusive 
nature of straight 8 and inviting more people from anywhere in the world 
to join in.  
 

 
—cont— 
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Partners - confirmed to date: 
Cinelab London - Offers a full range of laboratory services from colour and B&W 
65mm, 35mm, 16mm and 8mm neg processing to 35mm feature film 
distribution printing. They support film, commercial and television clients, as 
well as content owners who wish to preserve and restore their film and media 
archives. cinelab.london 

—ends— 
---info continues--- 

 
For media enquiries contact straight 8 founder, Ed Sayers: ed@straight8.net 
/  +44 (0) 7813 818136 
 
Links: 
Website: straight8.net  
Twitter: twitter.com/straight8 
Facebook: facebook.com/straight8  
Instagram: instagram.com/straight_8_ 
Hashtag: #straight82020 
 
Download images: 
 
Download straight 8 2020 launch image pack at, including s8 2020 artwork: 
https://straight8.net/s/straight-8-2020-launch-image-pack.zip 
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