
 

 straight 8 2018 London Premiere 

From Super 8 to BFI Southbank, minus the editing suite: a premiere of 28 shorts 
shot straight to Super 8, from emerging UK and international filmmakers 

- press release: immediate - 

18th July 2018. London, UK. 
 

Saturday 4th August 2018 - 3.45-5.45pm - NFT1 - BFI Southbank, Lambeth, London 
 

straight 8 is proud to premiere 28 new DIY works in the BFI Southbank’s 450-seater NFT1 - 
each 3 minutes 20 seconds, filmed on a single, unedited cartridge of super 8mm, and as yet 
unseen by even their creators. Held in partnership with the London Short Film Festival 
(http://shortfilms.org.uk) and BFI Southbank (http://bfi.org.uk), this year sees a traditionally 
eclectic offering from straight 8 innovators new and old, harnessing the richness of its 
straight-to-screen, no post approach to analogue filmmaking to produce ambitious new 
works (eyes out for a Ray Winstone top billing). It will be the largest screening of straight 8’s 
almost 20 year history.  

 

A truly independent and thoroughly international showcase of grassroots filmmaking, 
straight 8 prides itself that anybody and everybody is welcome to enter their annual 
competition. This year’s London premiere includes films from eleven countries, spanning 21 
global cities, with filmmakers from the ages of 18 to 78 and a mixture of newcomers and 
industry vets. The films span every genre with a uniquely straight 8 ingenuity, the only 
theme of the batch: what would you do with 3 minutes 20 seconds of cinema screen time? 

 

Each of the works is filmed straight onto a single cartridge of super 8mm cine film with no 
second takes, no editing and no post-production. Entrants sent their unprocessed rolls to be 
developed and scanned at Cinelab London (http://www.cinelab.co.uk) and made original 
soundtracks to accompany, without ever having seen their films. 

 

This May, the straight 8 jury (http://straight8.net/jury), which included BAFTA & Academy 
Award-winning director Asif Kapadia, selected the best 8 films to screen at the 13th straight 
8 Cannes Film Festival premiere. This will be their first screening since and the further 20 
selected films have never been seen before - even by their makers. 

 

More info is here: straight8.net/2018 

—cont— 

Header Image:  Still from ‘film stars don’t do super 8 - a straight 8 film by john dodds’, playing 
as part of the straight 8 2018 London Premiere. Photo credit: Peter Marsden, 
www.rewound.com/au 
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STRAIGHT 8 

Tickets available only at: https://whatson.bfi.org.uk/Online/straight82018premiere 

 

Ed Sayers, straight 8 founder, comments: “Offering people the cinema screen for 3 minutes 
20 seconds, with no creative brief, re-takes or edit, and only analogue technology, is always 
exciting. Year on year, it amazes us the lengths that people go to and the raw creativity that 
comes back.” 

 

Asif Kapadia, director of Amy, Senna, and Mindhunter, comments: “I started shooting on 
super 8 and 16mm. What I love about straight 8 is it reminds you that film is precious, every 
frame, every second is valuable. Shooting without a screen, no sound, no playback, no way 
to delete mistakes, encourages you to think before you shoot and to trust your gut instincts. 
This is how the masters like Hitchcock and Scorsese started. That’s what I love about straight 
8, it’s the magic of Cinema, in its purest form.” 

 

Philip Ilson, Artistic Director of London Short Film Festival, comments: “I'm a big believer in 
keeping celluloid alive, and straight 8 does this admirably, keeping people excited about a 
format that has a nostalgia while looking to a future by engaging young filmmakers.” 

 

Stuart Brown, Head of Programme & Acquisitions of BFI Southbank, comments: “The BFI 
has always been a champion for creativity and innovation across the full gamut of moving 
image practise, and we are committed to showing celluloid in our cinemas, so working in 
partnership with straight 8 couldn’t be more appropriate.  They say that necessity is the 
mother of invention and shooting on one cartridge of film and editing in camera provide the 
perfect challenge for a generation used to the expeditious nature of digital technologies. I 
can’t wait to see the results!” 

 

About straight 8: 

straight 8 began in 1999 when director, Ed Sayers, asked friends to have a go at making a 
short film on one cartridge of super 8 each - with no waste, at a 1:1 shooting ratio. The films 
were screened in London’s West End to a packed audience, projecting off Super 8 with the 
audio playing from cassettes. 

 

straight 8 now receives 100-200 entries to its annual competition from all over the world 
and has enjoyed 13 years of premieres at The Cannes Film Festival, plus stints on Channel 4 
broadcast TV and has appeared at many festivals. Past entrants include Edgar Wright  
( Baby Driver, Shaun of The Dead ), Alice Lowe ( Sightseers, Prevenge ) and many more. 

 

 

Key Partners: 

Cinelab London - Offers a full range of photochemical and digital post production services 
including colour and B&W 65mm, 35mm, 16mm and 8mm neg processing and 35mm feature 
film distribution printing. They support film, commercial and television clients, as well as 
content owners who wish to preserve and restore their film and media archives. 
cinelab.co.uk  
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London Short Film Festival - London Short Film Festival has been recognised as the premiere 
UK showcase for cutting edge homegrown and international short film. Renowned as the 
capital’s ‘cornucopia of new and beloved shorts from around the world’, they strive always to 
platform emerging talent alongside the established with a 16 year old soft spot for the 
independent. shortfilms.org.uk 

 

BFI - The BFI encourages the development of the arts of film, television and the moving 
image throughout the UK. A Government arm’s-length body and distributor of Lottery funds 
for film, the BFI serves a public role which covers the cultural, creative and economic aspects 
of film. Founded in 1933, the BFI is a registered charity governed by Royal Charter. bfi.org.uk 

 

elevenfiftyfive - elevenfiftyfive support the film community by connecting audiences with 
film. With their passion for film, creativity and desire to produce groundbreaking work, they 
generate original ideas for screenings, events, content, brand campaigns and more. 
elevenfiftyfive.com 

 

Altitude Film Entertainment - Altitude Film Entertainment is a vertically integrated film 
company encompassing production, finance, international sales and UK distribution. Their 
distribution team are responsible for the UK release of films including Moonlight, The Florida 
Project, Whitney and many more. altitudefilment.com 

 

 

—ends— 
 
 
 
Please write the straight 8 name like this: straight 8 or this: STRAIGHT 8  
but not like this: Straight 8 
 
For media enquiries contact straight 8 founder, Ed Sayers: ed@straight8.net 
+44 (0) 7813 818136 

 

Links: 
 
Website: straight8.net  
 
Twitter: twitter.com/straight8 
 
Facebook: facebook.com/straight8  
 
Instagram: instagram.com/straight_8_ 
 
Hashtag: #straight8london 
 
Poster, logos and images: straight8.net/press 
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